
CWL MINUTES 

MEETING VIA ZOOM 

Monday June 21, 2021 

7:00 pm via Zoom 

  
Attendees: 
Sharon Forgeron (Chair), Kathleen Clohessy, Angela Kachur, Anne Roscoe,Pat Smith 

Andrea de Ga, Recording Secretary  

Regrets:   
Toni Ten Den, Mary Ann Tierney, Linda Warkentin, Georgette Taylor, Mary Van Gentevoort 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:27 p.m. by the Chair.  

 

 

2. OPENING PRAYER:  
 

Ann Roscoe read the opening prayer by Pope Francis. 

 

 

3. REVIEW OF LAST MEETING MINUTES:  
Our website needs updating with regard to minutes. Sharon will remind Deanne. 

Sharon advised that she has added “correspondence” to the meeting agenda.  

 

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 

Sharon noted that she had requests for donations from the following organizations: 

 -Catholic Missions in Canada 

 -Choose Life, St. Catharines 

 -The Pontifical Society of St. Peter the Apostle, Toronto 

 

It was suggested that discussion be postponed until the fall and, after hearing some comments 

about potential options, it was agreed this would be discussed after the Treasurer’s report. 

 

Sharon noted Janice Benvenuto has shared memorial cards for her mother, long-time and 

cherished CWL member, Josephine Morrison. If anyone would like one of these cards, they 

should make their request known to Sharon. 

 

4.    EXECUTIVE AND STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 



Kathleen reported that the CWL has set up an e-transfer account, which has gone well to date 

She added the following information: 

 $1280 from the Bakeless Bake Sale and $900 in memory of Elsa Doucette have been 

received.  

 Kathleen noted that she would like to look at what monies the CWL has been donating over 

the past few years. She also noted that the CWL has done well with online deposits and, 

going forward, payments will have names on them, which makes it easier for her to track 

incoming monies. 

 

MOTION:That the Treasurer’s Report be approved. 

Moved/seconded: Sharon/Pat 

CARRIED 

ACTION: Kathleen and Sharon will confer about the typical list of recipients.  

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

Elsa Helen Doucette, our longtime Membership Chairperson passed away on June 4, 2021. 

Her legacy in doing so much quietly and faithfully for her family, the CWL, her parish and her 

community was, and will remain an inspiration for everyone who knew her. She tirelessly 

promoted the CWL by purchasing memberships for others, sending cards of encouragement and 

condolences at her own expense and rarely, if ever, missing a meeting. It was her request that 

donations be made to the CWL and St. Vincent de Paul upon her death. For these reasons, it was 

decided that our CWL council should do something with the money donated on Elsa’s behalf to 

honour her. Ideas discussed included: 

 Instituting a “Community Builder Award” at St. Mary’s 

 Scholarship; Consider something for Denis Morris High School (Elsa’s former employer) 

such as a $100/year scholarship for 10 years 

 Pay for CWL memberships annually for two girls coming of age at Denis Morris.The 

recipients would be more comfortable attending meetings if there were two. The girls could 

have specific roles (i.e.: “Care for our Common Home” at St. Mary’s). 
 

The attendees were pleased to learn that Angela Kachur has volunteered to temporarily take 

Elsa’s place with respect to membership.  

 

ACTION: 
-Sharon will contact Elsa’s family to secure information about any unfinished membership    

 business. 

 She will provide Angela with information regarding the role of Membership Chair, updated       

 procedures and particular tasks that need to be completed at this time. 

-Sharon will speak with members of Star of the Sea Council to  see how they have involved    

 youth members 

-Everyone is asked to provide ideas and feedback to Sharon over the summer so it can be     

  compiled for further discussion in the fall.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 



Companionship Program 
 

Sharon provided an oral report that commenced with thanks and appreciation to Kathleen for 

writing a script that could be used to call parishioners. Kathleen noted that the feedback she 

received was very positive. All callers had reported that the telephone numbers on the list are 

out-of-date (list from 2015).  

 

ACTION:  
The volunteer callers were asked to forward their changes to Sharon who will compile the 

information into a more accurate call list. 

 

Walking Together 
 

Pat Smith provided an interesting overview and talk on “walking together” with our indigenous 

peoples. She shared a beautiful poem written by an indigenous leader (See at the end of these 

minutes). She was heartily thanked for sharing this information. 

 

Sharon noted that Pope Francis is trying to go to countries where a pope has never gone. Instead 

of visiting Canada when asked by the Prime Minister earlier, he arranged for a meeting in Rome 

with Indignous Leaders in 2020.  That had to be cancelled due to the pandemic.  It has been 

rescheduled for 2022.  

 

A healthy discussion about perspectives of the sad news of the unmarked graves at Kamloops 

ensued amongst attendees. All agreed that it was important for everyone to commit to the healing 

process. 

 

SERVICE:    
  

COMMUNITY LIFE: No chair for this committee 
 

It was noted that First Holy Communion will be held this coming Sunday at 10:00 am and 2:00 

pm. No information about scheduling of Confirmation. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Planting a Tree for the 100th Anniversary of the CWL in Canada 
Anne provided a report on her visit to Vineland Nursery earlier that day where there is a “hold” 

on an ivory silk tree lilac priced at $129.When the owner learned the purpose of this purchase, 

she offered to omit charging the tax. The tree needs special attention as it has only recently been 

potted. It will remain for now in the care of the nursery.  Ann agreed to get more details about 

the care of the tree once planted.   

 

In response to a query about whether there should be a commemorative plaque with the tree, it 

was agreed that we should see what other CWL groups have done and get an estimate for the 

cost. It was suggested that the date of St. Mary’s CWL commencement might be an appropriate 

time for a plaque.  



 

MOTION:That the tree be planted in August and that it can be dedicated at a later date if need be 

so we can gather for a photograph. 

Moved/seconded: Angela/Ann 

CARRIED 

ACTION: Sharon will research how old our CWL is and look into pricing for a variety of  

       plaques for consideration. 

 

Saying farewell to our Father Mathew 
MOTION: That the CWL collaborate with Deanne, the Knights of Columbus and St. Vincent de 

Paul to plan options (given public health restrictions) for Father Mathew. 

Moved/seconded:  Kathleen/Angela 

CARRIED 

 

Welcoming Father Randy Gallant 
MOTION: Collaborate with Deanne and other church groups. 

Moved/seconded: Kathleen/Pat 

CARRIED 

 

Feast of the Assumption of Mary, August 15 
An outdoor mass may be a safe option. 

Moved/seconded: Ann/Angela 

CARRIED 

ACTION: Sharon will speak with Deanne and update the membership about plans as needed. 

 

DIOCESAN NEWS:  
 

Sharon reported that she attended a Zoom meeting on June 16 and is awaiting the minutes. 

Attendees were reminded that others are welcome to attend these meetings; for this past meeting, 

unfortunately there was too little notice.   

 

Sharon noted that the St. Catharines Diocesan CWL has its own website (stcatharines.cwl.ca). 

We can submit news of events in our parish for posting on their website with one week’s notice.  

 

NEXT MEETING:   
 

Sharon noted that the Executive meeting to plan for 2021/2022 will be held in August, with a 

date to be determined. This planning meeting will include talking about the year ahead and it is 

anticipated that there will be a lot of initiatives, including the need for us to talk about how this 

organization can meet the needs of the women  of our parish at all stages of their lives. 

All ideas and opportunities for open dialogue are welcome. 

 

The next council meeting will be held on September 14 at 7 p.m.    

 

CLOSING PRAYER :  To the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 



ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.  

PRAYER 
 

O Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds and whose breath gives life to all this world, hear 

me. 

I come before you as one of your children. I am small and weak. I need your strength and 

wisdom. 

Let me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. 

Make my hands respect the things you have made, my ears sharp to hear your voice. 

Make me wise, so that I may know the things you have taught my people, the lessons you have 

hidden in every leaf and rock. 

I seek strength, not to be superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy: 

myself. 

Make me ever ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes so that when life fades as 

a fading sunset, my spirit may come to you without shame. Amen. 

 

   Chief Yellow Hawk of the Sioux Nation 
 

 


