
From the Pastors Desk, 

 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Mary’s 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia.  Christ has truly risen.  Let us rejoice and be glad. It’s still Easter season. 

Today I complete 31 years as a priest. In the wildest dreams I never thought I will be 

celebrating mass alone on this day. But that is the reality. So do say a prayer for me. It’s 

Divine Mercy Sunday so let’s pray to Jesus and say, Jesus I trust in you. 

But wait…. 
How can we rejoice when so many people are infected with the coronavirus?  When thousands 

of people have died without saying good-bye to their relatives and friends? How can we rejoice 

when so many families are at risk of not being able to pay their rent? How can we rejoice when 

so many young parents cannot afford to care for their children? 

  

Last Easter, the Church parking lot was full of cars.  You filled the Church for Easter 

Mass.  Last Sunday morning, through the window, I looked at an empty parking lot: Not a car 

was parked.  No one was found on the Church's premises.  A priest is not the same without 

parishioners. 

  

How can I rejoice, when a number of parish weddings have been cancelled? How can I be 

happy, when scheduled Baptism celebrations have been postponed? How can I celebrate my 31 

years of priesthood that is today, April 19? How can I be happy, when the church is closed until 

further notice? How can I rejoice, when friends and relatives are not allowed to meet and share? 

  

The atmosphere of the world during this pandemic is like that of Good Friday. Jesus was 

lonely carrying the cross to the Place of the Skull.  His disciples were at a distance from 

Him.  All of His friends went home, isolating themselves in their own room. He was 

crucified.  He died lonely.  He was buried in a borrowed tomb and a great stone sealed the 

tomb. Those who faithfully followed the Lord to the end, like Mary, Magdalene and John 

were hopeless.   

  

On the first day of the week, these women went to the tomb hoping to just anoint Jesus’ body 

according to their tradition.  They were even more disappointed when they faced the empty 

tomb.  But as they stared at the empty tomb, a journey of faith began. Facing that empty 

tomb, slowly they began to realize that a great miracle had taken place.  Jesus was no longer 

dead.  He had risen from the dead.   And slowly they remembered Jesus’ words predicting His 

resurrection. 

  

The corona pandemic has paralyzed the world.  We are all affected by it.  But we Christians 

must rejoice at Easter season not that we rejoice at people’s suffering.  The joy of Easter cannot 

be suspended by any circumstance, nor can it be limited by the corona pandemic. 

  

 



As this pandemic progressed, I found the grass around the Church to be greener every day after 

being buried underneath the snow.  The grass has not been affected by the coronavirus. The birds 

singing and dancing on the trees in front of the Rectory have signified the arrival of the spring; 

they are not affected by social distancing. The sunlight is brighter and, shining through the 

window, makes it warmer.  It cannot be blocked by the pandemic. 

  

Neither could the Resurrection of Jesus have been prevented by the coronavirus It could not 

have been stopped, postponed or cancelled by any human force. The empty tomb, at first, 

appeared to be a disappointment, but it was good news. It was a sign of the Resurrection, of new 

life. We never could have imagined that this would happen, that the whole world would 

STOP. But the world HAS stopped due to COVID-19. From big events to small events, 

from global events to everyday events: Travel and vacations …the Olympics and all sports 

…concerts and live entertainment …work and school and church … have all come to a 

STOP.STOP.  What does this mean, in these circumstances?  

S – Social Distancing, for the good and health of everyone. 

T – Think.  Did God want COVID-19 to happen?  No.  When people suffer, God suffers 

too.      What does God say to us in these circumstances? 

O – Others.  It is time to think of others, not only of ourselves.  

P – Prayer.  It is time for us to pray even more. It is time to recognize who God is and who 

we are in this pandemic. Children and students cannot go to school, or play together, or 

visit the shopping mall.  Husbands and wives have less time at work, more time at 

home.  Families have time to STOP, to speak to each other.  Our circumstances are a sign 

to curb unnecessary activity, the hurriedness of our lives, the automatic doing of things.  It 

is time for reflection, a time to focus on what is truly important. In the midst of this, let us 

STOP and pray. 
 

Yours in Christ 

 

 

 

Fr. Mathew Pendanathu 
 

  
 


