
Dear beloved members and friends of our parish 
of St. Marys  
  
Christ is Risen. 
We are here at the end of the Easter season. The 
Church starts changing her focus to Pentecost 
and the descend of the Holy Spirit. The work of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives as Christians is very 
important. Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot call 
God “Abba, Father”. May the Spirit of God sanctify 
our souls and bodies, and may the Holy Spirit we 
received in baptism continue to work in our lives.  
 
  
Gifts are often unexpected and surprising. On 
Pentecost day, the birthday of the church, the gift of 
the Holy Spirit is given to the followers of Jesus 
gathered in the upper room. The Spirit comes as 
wind and fire: powerful elements that bring the curse 
of Babel to an end. Language is no longer a marker 
of identity, or a source of division. Instead it becomes 
a unifying force revealed to 'people living in 
Jerusalem from every nation under heaven' (Acts 
2:5). 
The outpouring of the Spirit as 'tongues of fire' was 
the risen Christ's gift to his church. Given to those he 
had called to journey with him; preaching, healing, 
sharing meals with 'sinners', and speaking truth to 
power. These men and women knew the cost of 



discipleship, as they witnessed Jesus arrested, 
tortured and sentenced to the most violent of deaths. 
Yet just three days later they hear arguably the most 
significant words in history, 'He is Risen'. 
This Pentecost as we hear Jesus say, 'As the Father 
sent me, so I am sending you' (John 20:21), and we 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, how do we feel? 
Joyful, anxious, excited, empowered, peaceful, 
ambivalent? 
Anthony J. Gittins CSSp, in his book, A Presence that 
Disturbs, argues that the mark of authentic 
discipleship is to have 'felt a presence that 
disturbs…that both stabilizes and destabilizes, 
comforts and discomforts'. It is human nature to 
resist disturbance, especially if our own lives are 
comfortable and secure. To be open to the 
disturbance of the Spirit we must risk hearing the 
cries of the crucified of today, the groaning of our 
crucified earth. 
Trusting the Pentecost promise can be made real 
through our prayers and actions for peace and 
justice, we acclaim: 
'Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of 
the earth.' (Psalm 103) 
You can pray with us on Facebook or on our website. 
We are blessed with so many loving, and dedicated 
people in our community. The knights have been 
cleaning, painting, and fixing things around our 
church. Such a dedication and commitment to our 



community is a sign to all of us of the sacrifices of 
these gentlemen. Thank you for your service. 
A very big thank you to those who have been 
supporting our family of St. Marys through their 
financial sacrificial donations. Our Lord praised the 
widowed woman who put all she had in the temple 
treasury. When we give fully without reservation and 
from our needs, the blessing is 100 folds back to us. 
“God loves a cheerful giver” says the Scripture. You 
can mail in your donation or drop it off at the rectory 
mail slot. 
Let us prepare our souls to renew the Holy Spirit in 
us. I am blessed to be your Priest, I ask you to keep 
praying for me. Your Church is here for you. I am 
here for you. Many individuals are working hard 
behind the scene to make sure the Church is taken 
care of, our services, that our church remains clean, 
and that our finances are in order. Thank you to all of 
you. 
Truly He is Risen. 
 
Your pastor, 
Fr. Mathew. 
 
 


